Continued competency and board regulation: one state expands options.
State boards of nursing are mandated by state statutes to ensure the ongoing safe and competent practice of licensees. However, nursing practice is characterized by diversity in educational backgrounds, scope of practice, and variety of settings. As a result, regulatory agencies face many challenges. After years of study, the Texas Board of Nursing has identified two areas for change to the current regulatory model. The first area is a recommendation that nurses obtain continuing education credit in the individual nurse's area of practice. The second area is an acknowledgment of national specialty nursing certification as one method of demonstrating continuing competency in the nurse's specialty or area of practice. Both professional and vocational/practical nurses are affected by the rule changes.